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BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

A JAPANESE PALANQUIN 



A fine Japanese palanquin has recently been presented to the Museum by 
Mr. T. Broom Belfield. It is of black and gold lacquer of the variety known 
as takamakie, with raised gold chrysanthemum flowers and foliage and gold 
vines, entwined as a flowery background for large gold crests of the Shogun 
family of Tokugawa, of which there are as many as one hundred and thirty- 
five on the body and pole. It is also adorned with brass mountings, likewise 
worked out with the same crest repeated eighteen times, and chrysanthemum 




JAPANESE PALANQUIN 
Nineteenth Century 

flower design. The interior of the carriage is decorated with scenes — children 
at play during the four seasons of the year — painted by Kanoechoob. The 
ceiling represents treasures depicted on dotted gold (nashiji) lacquer. A red 
silk and brocade mat with dark blue embroidered border, screens, and two 
luncheon boxes of black and gold lacquer, with their carrying pole, decorated 
to match, complete the outfit. 

The history of this handsome piece, as given to its purchaser in Japan, 
is that it was made for the Prince of Hizen, the Daimyo Nabeshima, whose 
descendant is Count Nabeshima. His daughter a hundred years ago married 
the Prince of Unshu Matsudaira Dewano Kami Naritaka, the Daimyo 
Matsudaira, a branch of the family of Tokugawa Shogun, and was carried in 
this palanquin to her husband's house on her wedding day. The former crest 
of Nabeshima was replaced by her husband's crest, that is, that of the Shogun 
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Tokugawa. Mr. Belfield purchased the palanquin on July 8, 1909, from Nakada 
Brothers, of Miyanoshita, Japan, who had obtained it from Viscount Matsudira 
Naosuke, the grandson of Prince Unshu Matsudaira Dewano Kami Naritaka, 
and has generously presented it to the Pennsylvania Museum. S. Y. S. 
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NOTES 

New Cases — Two new floor cases have been placed in the East Gallery, 
since the appearance of the January issue of the Bulletin. To these have 
been transferred a part of the collection of English soft-paste porcelains, and 
some of the Oriental enamels. 

Clocks — The Museum collection of antique clocks, reinforced -by several 
examples lent by Mr. Cornelius Stevenson, has been installed in one of the 
wall cases at the east end of the North Corridor. 

Paper Money — The large and valuable collection of Colonial and Con- 
tinental notes, presented by Mr. John Story Jenks, has been mounted in frames 
and hung on the wall at the west end of the North Corridor. 

Coins — The collection of coins have been removed from the room on the 
north side of the building and reinstalled at the west end of the North Corridor, 
where there is better light and more room to display them. 

Furniture — A collection of old English furniture, recently lent by Mr. 
Cornelius Stevenson, has been placed in the East Arcade. It includes Chip- 
pendale chairs, tables, and book case. 

Pompeian Views — The installation of the Pompeian views has been com- 
pleted in the new basement apartment beneath the South Vestibule, which will 
be soon opened to the public. 

Guide Book — A revised edition of the Guide to the Museum has just been 
issued and is now on sale at the South Entrance. Copies may be obtained by 
members of the Corporation, on application, free of charge. The price to others 
is twenty-five cents. 

Books and Prints — In the room on the north side of the building, recently 
occupied by the coins, the collections of books, Arundel prints, playing cards 
and fictile ivories will soon be arranged. 



